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*In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and our desire to have our meetings open to everyone in our community,
Council meetings are held at the Chevy Chase United Methodist Church which has handicapped elevator access via the parking lot
entrance. We are grateful to the Church for their generosity in allowing us to use their facility each month.

Calendar

MO N D A Y,  JA N U A R Y 1

Happy New Year—NO Trash Pick-up today

Next trash pickup Thursday, January 4

SU N D A Y,  JA N U A R Y 7

Section 3 get together 

at Le Bar of La Ferme Restaurant

Complimentary drinks 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

(see story this issue)

WE D N E S D A Y,  JA N U A R Y 10

Christmas Tree Pick-up (you can leave your tree out any
Monday but we designate the 10th so as many trees as pos-
sible can be collected then if not before. no plastic bags)
Council Meeting

CCUMC Room 107, 7:45 p.m.

WE D N E S D A Y,  FE B R U A R Y 14

Valentine’s Day!

Council Meeting 

CCUMC Room 107, 7:45 p.m.

Council Donates Funds to

Chevy Chase Historical

Society and Creates

Matching Fund

For the past 36 years, the Chevy Chase Historical Society has been gath-

ering documents and items related to the history of our community and of the

individual homes within it.  They have operated their Archive and Research

Center out of a basement office in the Chevy Chase Library, now undergoing

renovations.  The depth of the collection has grown exponentially from its birth

in the attic of a home on Brookville Road to the professional level archival

resource we now have.  The Society has moved into professional offices at

8401 Connecticut Ave where the Chevy Chase Land Company is also based.

The group has a five year renewable lease. The “build-out” for these offices is

essential as a great deal of storage is required and along with that storage spe-

cial temperature controls via the HVAC units to preserve all the materials in

the collection.  

The goal of the Historical Society’s “Investing in History” capital cam-

paign is $200,000. The members of the board came to the Council in hopes of

getting sufficient funding for the purposes of installing the necessary HVAC

equipment whose price is $15,000. The Council has a policy of never donating

operating funds but has in the past, made targeted donations to Section 3 relat-

ed nonprofits for specific items.  The Council voted to make a base donation of

$7,500 to the Society and to match, up to a total of $10,000 any donation made

by a Section 3 household between now and February 15.   

All Section 3 residents received a letter asking for a donation just prior to

Christmas…any donation made prior to this announcement will be matched

until we reach the $10,000 total.  If you are interested in supporting this effort,

we urge you to do so quickly, within the matching period. If you have any

questions, feel free to contact board members in our community: Kirsten

Williams, Carolyn Greis or Natasha Saifee.  Checks should be made out to

the Chevy Chase Historical Society, P.O. Box 15145, Chevy Chase, MD

20825. Make a note that you are a Section 3 resident and your donation will be

matched if made on or before February 15.

S E C T I O N  T H R E E

V I L L A G E  O F  

C H E V Y  C H A S E



The Council met on Wednesday, December 13 in room 107

of the Chevy Chase United Methodist Church. All Council mem-

bers were present except Mike Dietrich who had a prior business

commitment. The meeting began at 7:55 p.m.

PU B L I C SA F E T Y

Chris Jordan, one of our two police patrols has notified the

village manager that he can no longer arrange his schedule to

work community patrols. Our other officer, Drew Richardson, has

recommended a colleague with whom he has worked for the past

five years. Several Council members hope to meet with him soon

so that we can resume greater coverage. Our police patrols work

about 16 hours a month total (approximately eight hours each).

They schedule their work on either side of their Montgomery

County shifts and each time they serve Section 3 they drive by

every home in the community plus monitor stop signs at

Brookville and Taylor Street and other locations.

BU I L D I N G S & RO A D S

The Council’s Buildings and Roads Representative, Carolyn

Greis, announced that the Landau family of 3616 Raymond Street

will be issued a permit for the construction of a driveway in their

front yard pending the submission and approval of a amended

drainage plan.  The developer of 6817 Connecticut Avenue, ZB

Connecticut LLC, was issued a permit for the construction of a

fence in the rear yard of the property.

The State Highway Administration has confirmed that they

have sufficient funding to make the necessary improvements to the

roadway at Brookville Road and Taylor Street for both the eradi-

cation of “Lake Taylor” and the safety improvements. We are

hopeful that it will be a mild winter and they can jump right on the

construction early in the spring as promised.

The Village Manager will meet with Pepco staff to determine

what technical information is required before we proceed with the

street lighting plan. 

The Village Manager reported that 16 new trees (now dor-

mant) will be planted in the greenway throughout the community.

The trees are Chinese lilac, autumn cherry (blooms twice), crape

myrtle, or American hornbeam. The types of trees were approved

by the Council in an effort to promote biodiversity and to find an

alternative to the single stem Serviceberry trees which over the

long haul have not done that well. We have about 265 street trees

in the community of the five different aforementioned types.  The

town arborist and the Village Manager have also toured the com-

munity, and larger street trees and trees overhanging the public

right-of-way have now been trimmed back in anticipation of win-

ter storms. 

The Council voted to hire Snow Central as our snow removal

contractor for this winter season. The Village Manager has sent a

new 2017 list of sen-

iors whose public

walkways will be

shoveled  by Snow

Central staff once

the streets have

been plowed in a

heavy (two inches

or more) snow

storm. Seniors are

reminded that the Village

Manager will connect them with neighbor-

hood teens looking to earn some extra money to shovel private

front walkways and driveways.  Our ordinances call for everyone

to clear the public sidewalk after a snow storm. For seniors, we

only help with the heavy lifting. If the snow is less than two inch-

es or if it’s icy, ALL homeowners are responsible for making a

clear path on the public sidewalk. If you are going away, please

make arrangements in advance for the public sidewalk to be

cleared.

The County Planning Board will review the recommenda-

tions for designations on roadways in the County.  The staff rec-

ommendations leave Brookville Road designated as a primary res-

idential street and NOT a minor arterial roadway.  The final vote

took place on December 21. Brookville Road will remain as a pri-

mary residential roadway.

The Council discussed the short term rentals legislation

passed by the County Council. Based on their own assessment of

the legislation and the feedback from the community, the Council

voted to pass a resolution to opt out of Chapter 54 of the County

Code which relates to transient housing. This, in effect, means that

it will be illegal to offer homes for short-term (30 days or less)

rental in all of Section 3. (see story this issue)

The Council spent some time discussing our next steps

regarding the property at 3602 Taylor Street (see story this issue.)

FI N A N C I A L RE P O R T

The Council agreed to send out a bid package for auditing

and bookkeeping support services for Section 3 in the new year.

We plan on soliciting services from firms already active in the

municipal finance area.
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A welcome to Jim and Naomi Kettler who moved into 3612

Shepherd Street just before Christmas. The family is moving all the

way from Section 5, so they are familiar with the neighborhood.

They have three children, one grown and living in New York,

another, a cellist, in grad school at University of Indiana at

Bloomington, and a third away at college. We’re happy to welcome

them all!

A welcome too to Pat and Jennifer Dillon who will be mov-

ing into 3801 Bradley Lane with their twin girls and one on the

way sometime in February of the new year. The family now lives in

the District and their girls are familiar with the neighborhood as

they attend CCUMC preschool already.

College acceptances are beginning to roll in just about now.

Please share your excitement with us and let the Village Manager

know who is going to what school as soon as you know. We have a

number of high school seniors this year and are always eager to

share their news with the neighbors.

Section 3 Night

at La Ferme’s

Bar, Le Bar

Mark January 7 on your calendar. We’re

trying a new winter way to bring folks togeth-

er and catch up after the holidays…a special

gathering at Le Bar at our local restaurant La

Ferme. Join us from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for

complimentary glasses of beer and wine (cash

for mixed drinks) and hors d’oeuvres. Many

of you may want to make a night of it and on your own tab, make

dinner reservations!  Plan on coming, we want to hear all about

what you’ve been up to of late!

JANUARY 2018 PAGE 3

NEWS k VIEWS

N E I G H B O R H O O D  N E W S

Short Term Rentals

Illegal in Section 3

After much debate, the County Council approved a new zon-

ing text amendment and a licensing ordinance, effective in 2018,

allowing short term rentals virtually everywhere in the County.

This action was taken despite opposition from a number of com-

munities and

condo associa-

tions and indi-

vidual residents.

The law requires

all operators of

residential

rooms for short

term rental to

get a license and

abide by the

rules set down in

the ordinance (Montgomery County bill 2-16).  There are a num-

ber of inequities in the County’s actions—homeowners associa-

tions can pass bylaws to prohibit short term rentals, as can condo

associations, leaving municipalities to fend for themselves. To

offset this inequity (the ability to opt-out), the County Council

built into the ordinance a means for  municipalities to opt out of

the very chapter that governs licensing—and without a license

one cannot operate a short term rental. In order to do this the

Council has to pass an ordinance exempting Section 3 from

Chapter 54 of the County code having to do with Transient

Housing. At the last meeting, the Council agreed to do just that,

based on their assessment of the potential impact of short term

rentals in our already densely populated community and feedback

from members of the community. The Council will vote on this

resolution at the January meeting.

VA R I A N C E RE Q U E S T

The Altamar family of 6805 Delaware Street is

requesting a variance to build a 13' x 16' patio of 208 square

feet that will extend 16 feet into the 20-foot rear setback

(patio to be located entirely in the rear setback) and 4 feet

into the 8-foot south side setback.
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The Council heard a presentation from Board members

Kirsten Williams, Natasha Saifee and Angela Lancaster regarding

the new facilities for the Chevy Chase Historical Society.  The non-

profit, dedicated to preserving and educating citizens about the his-

tory of our area, has moved to larger quarters at 8801 Connecticut

Ave in the same building that houses the Chevy Chase Land Trust.

They have a need for special HVAC systems to preserve the many

documents in their possession. They have asked for a one-time

donation for this purpose. In keeping with our tradition, the Council

agreed to a base donation of $7,500 and agreed to match contribu-

tions from Section 3 households to a maximum of $10,000. (See

story this issue).

CO M M U N I T Y & SO C I A L

The Council expressed their gratitude to the Wilson family

for leading the effort to once again enhance the Gazebo Park with

lights and real pine boughs. 

The Council agreed to hold a special Section 3 night at Le

Bar at La Ferme on Sunday evening, January 7 from 6:00 to 8:00

p.m. Free beer, wine and hors d’ouevres will be served. Those

who want to stay on for dinner should make reservations in

advance. (see story this issue)

The Warm Clothing and Blanket drive in memory of former

resident Bill Prigg went very well…two large carloads filled with

gently used clothing and blankets were donated to Martha’s

Outfitters, an adjunct service of Martha’s Table, a nonprofit in

D.C. on 14th Street, serving the poor and homeless. All the items

were as usual, delivered before Thanksgiving. A special thanks to

all those who contributed and to the Dorsey/Williams family for

their help this year in sorting clothing and delivering it to the site.

OT H E R

Each year at budget time all municipalities within the County

are faced with the question, how much will the County reimburse us

for expenses we incur that were we not incorporated, they would be

paying. The line item, tax duplication, is supposed to cover things

like snow removal expenses that would be afforded other county res-

idents, road repairs, park maintenance, and other services depending

on the jurisdiction. It has always been keyed to property taxes. For

years we have been negotiating with the County to try and get rea-

sonable formulas for reimbursement, because at the moment it’s a

political decision of the County Executive in consultation with the

County Council. Each task force of County and municipal employ-

ees ends in a stalemate where the County thinks we should get less

and we think we should get more. This year, for the first time, there

is a member of the County Council who wants to resolve this prob-

lem, but he wants a formula which will grab some of our income tax

revenue and base it not just property tax. At the same time, the

County has just announced a massive budget shortfall—a deficit of

$408 million.  And the “big three”: Rockville, Gaithersburg and

Takoma Park want to negotiate this year because they think they

have formulas that work for their jurisdictions whereas the smaller

Chevy Chase down county municipalities have agreed that with a

large number of Council members leaving, it would be good to give

new Council members an opportunity to hear our perspective and

settle this next year with a new Council. The Section 3 Council

agreed with our neighboring jurisdictions to ask the local Maryland

Municipal League chapter to hold off on negotiations until next year

both because of the budget shortfall and because of the many new

Council members who will be coming on board next year.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

DO G OW N E R S:  PL E A S E R E M E M B E R

GA Z E B O PA R K HO U R S A R E 7:00 T O 9:30

A.M.  A N D 4:00 T O 6:30 P.M.  

WE A R E A L L R E S P O N S I B L E F O R K E E P I N G

T H E P A R K T H E T R E A S U R E D C O M M U N I T Y

R E S O U R C E I T H A S B E C O M E.  WE A S K T H A T

Y O U R E S P E C T T H E H O U R S W E A L L O T T O

T H O S E W H O D O N O T H A V E D O G S A N D W I S H

T O U S E T H E P A R K B Y L I M I T I N G Y O U R V I S -

I T S T O T H E D E S I G N A T E D H O U R S.  

DECEMBER COUNCIL MTG, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

PI C K U P T H E PO O P,

PL E A S E!

There is nothing more

annoying than to take a walk in

the neighborhood and come

home with someone’s dog poop

on your shoes. There are seven

doggie bag stations spread

throughout the community so there is no excuse for folks not

picking up after their dogs.  Every winter we have a problem

with dog owners being unwilling to bend over and pick up

after their dogs…we ask that you be a considerate neighbor

and if you see someone ignoring the obvious, challenge them

to be a good neighbor on the spot please! 
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Section 3 then learned that the lenders,

Capitol Funding Group of Greenbelt, MD,

were foreclosing on the property and holding

an auction on the courthouse steps on

November 30. We also learned that the

lenders have paid off the tax lien (elimi-

nating the folks from Texas) and sold the debt

on the structure to themselves at the November

30 auction.  The foreclosure process requires a

court to validate the sale of the loan, so that will

take some time before the lender is in full legal

control of the property. At the moment, Taylor

Road LLC is still the legal owner. Ultimately, the lender will be in

full control once the courts validate the sale.

After meeting with County officials, Section 3’s Council

members intend to meet with the lender’s controlling trustees to

discuss their plans for the property. It is hoped that we can get a

timetable for their full control of the property and to determine their

plans for the property. They have indicated a desire to hire an archi-

tectural firm and a new builder to construct a new home on the site.

If they do nothing, the County will have to hire someone to come

in and demolish the structure and that will add approximately

$120,000 to their tax bill. As soon as we have more details, we will

share that information with both the neighbors and the larger com-

munity. Our goal is to have an attractive new home on the property

instead of the shell that we all see now.
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MVA on

Wheels

SCHEDULE 

Need to get your license

renewed? Get new tags for

your license plate? 

The MVA mobile office

comes to Friendship Heights

monthly at 4433 South Park

Avenue (the Village of

Friendship Heights Town Hall) from 10:00 a.m. and 2:00

p.m. If you need any express services, they will be there

January 29, February 26, March 19, April 23, May 29, and

June 25.

3602 Taylor

Street Status

Update

Many of you have asked mem-

bers of the Council and the Village

Manager about the status of the proper-

ty at 3602 Taylor Street. Here is a recap

of what has happened with this proper-

ty since it was purchased and what we

are doing to resolve problems with it and its owners.

Council members Bill Brownlee, Susan Manning and

Carolyn Greis along with Village Manager Andy Leon Harney

met with a County Attorney Vickie Gaul and representatives from

both the Department of Permitting Services and the Department

of Housing and Community Development in Rockville to discuss

how best to proceed.

The official owner of the property is Taylor Road, LLC.  The

property was given a permit from Montgomery County and Section

3 in September  2016 and construction started that month. The

same month, the property owner defaulted on his property tax pay-

ment. Construction began and was halted by a stop work order for

placement of forms for the footings that were not in the location on

the approved plans. That issue was resolved, footings poured and

work continued until June 2017.

In June, Section 3 issued a second stop work order because

the third floor framing did not comport with the approved drawings

and permit. Subsequently, the County also issued a stop-work order.

The owner was unresponsive and no work has been done since.

Today, as everyone is aware, there is a foundation and a ply-

wood shell and an unfinished third floor. It’s not completely board-

ed up and there are studs nailed on the third floor but no sheathing.

Near the end of October 2017, the Council learned that no property

taxes were paid and the County had put the property up for auction

in June in a bulk sale of 50 properties to pay the tax lien. A Texas

firm purchased it but under the law, owners and other related par-

ties have the right to redeem the property and pay the back taxes

for a small fee for a period of two years from the time of the sale.  

Towards the end of October, in response to a complaint from

Section 3, the County’s Department of Housing and Community

Affairs issued a condemnation order asking the owner to either

remove, repair or demolish the structure. Subsequently they have

asked them to remove a potentially dangerous tree. The owner

again has been unresponsive.
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If it even looks like it might snow,

please park your car in the driveway….

our streets are so narrow we need as

much room for our plows as possible.

If you park on the street, you make it

difficult for the plow and for your

neighbors to navigate our streets.
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